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RBLS TARDINESS
1S FAGING DYQURY:

Justice DepartmentLawyers|:
Heard About Burglary Files
Just Before Disclosure

By JOHN CREWDSON
Bpacial to The New Torz Tioes .
WASHINGTON, April 3 —:
Justice Department lawyers,ii
stung by the belated discovery
that agents of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation had com-
mitted 92 burglarias at the So-
cilist Workers Party's offices,
will take steps to find outf
why the bureau failed to pro-ji
duce the information sooner,|
a . well-placed  department]
source said. .

Bureau documents descnmna
the Dburglaries, which took
place in New York City from
1960 to 1966, were provided
to the party by the Justice
Department under the discov-
ery provisions of a civil lawsuit
brought against the Govern-
meant by the Socialist Workers.
The party made the records
-public.

Department sources said later
that lawyers defending the

Government in that case had
not been informed of the exis-|:
tence of the documents untilj;
the day before they were pro-
vided to the party’s attornays.
Moreover, the sources said,
other Justice Department law-
yers who were conducting a
general investigation of burgla-
ries by the bureau were not
aware tnat the documents had
been found until they saw news
accounts of their discovery ear-
lier this week.
The sources said that the

bureau had made known toj:

the Justice Department the rec-|'
ollections of some of its long-|:

time agents that the Socialist
Workers had been the target
of an undisclosed number of
break-ins.

But the lawvers had no ideal-

of the timinz or the scope
of tha burglaries, which- came

on 2n average of ance every|
three weeks and produced some

10,000 photoaraphs of the par-

tv's files, until the documents)

containing accounts of those
operations were discaverad in
the bureau's New York City
fisld offic

-and as soon as their e‘ustﬂncef

h f‘l' 1 .l.

The department’s civi] rights!
division, wiich had hem inves.
txgntm" all known F.B.IL hurg'a-i

s from 1966 to 1968, is now!
cons&der‘na expanding its mvf
quiry to include the Social sty
Workers bmghnes an officiali.
there said. {

One sourca in, the Civii Right ts)

,division said that its Xpwxer%
were also “very concerned” it
not having been given .the re; i.
ports of those - burclar-es ear-+
lier! The source added that thn'
lawyers would attempt “to find!’
out why one branch of the Jus.!
tice Department doesn't l-nmv
what another branch is doinz.”

Based on the mformat’o-'
gathered up to now, the source|
said, “no thought is bemv given:
to possible proqecuhors cf!
agents involved .in the burgia-!
ries. !

The bureau itself has hadli
no comment -on the belated|;

discovery of the documents be
cause, a spokesman said, “the
matter is currently. in lxtl"a-
tion.”

One source in the bhurean
said recently, however, that the
documents were thought to
have been destroyed years ago.

was discovered they were for-
warded to the Justice Depart-
ment. No details of how or
when they were found could
be learnad.

The discovery of the papers
poses a separate problem for
Government lawvers. mvol'nd
in the Socialist ‘Workers cwn
lawsuit. They assured the party::
swo vears ago that it had not::
been"the object of any break-!:
ins by F.B.1. agents,

In its civil complaint, the par-
ty asserted that it had reason
to believe that it had over{
the years been the target of
warrentless electronic surveil-)’
lance, mail openings and bur-
glaries perpetuated by the
F.B.I the Central Inteiligence!:
Agency and other Faderall
agencias, - ’

I response, the Justice De-,
partment acknowledged tna'
there had been some elzctronic!
surveillance ard that the bure-
au had attempted to disrupt
the party's operaticns, but it
denied that majl openings or
burglaries had occurred. One
Justice Department source said;
that the response had been!
based entirely upon informa-
tion provided by the bureau
which had been asked to pro-
vide all relevent information
from its files. ’
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But even after the burcan!
told the Senate InLe&!'"e'\C(’
Committee in Septomber of
some agents® recollections that
the -pdrty probably had been
burzlarized, the Justice Depart-
ment made no move to amend
its answers.

One government lawyer fa-
miliar with the civil case said
that while criticism of the bu-
reay was “justified” because of
its delay in locating the bur-
glary reports, he had so far
seen “nothing to indicate badj
faith.” |

Another chagrined Justice|!
Department ofﬁcxal remarned
however, that it was “embar-||
rassing when you hava to keep
going before a judge and say-!
ing, ‘Sorry, sir, we just found}
this.” ¢ :

A spokesman for the Socialist
Workers said that the party's
lawyers would ask Federal Dis-
trict Judge Thomas P. Griesa
next week to find the F.B.L}
director, . Clarence M. Kelley. ;
in contempt bezcause of the
bureau’s tardiness in modu:m"i
the: ,Jralary repo ta,  f i
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